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Resumo

Introduction: Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a
neurodevelopmentalcondition,characterizedbypersistent
difficultiesin socialinteraction and communicationandthe
presence of stereotypic behaviours, resistance to change
or restricted interests [1]. It has been suggested that the
prevalence of ASD in prisoners is higher when compared
to the general population, so thus assuming an inherent
violent behaviour [2]. Objectives: To present an overview
of whether ASD directly correlates with violent criminal
behaviour. Methods: A non-systematic literature review of
the electronic database PubMed was conducted. Results:
Most of the literature is based on single case reports or
small case series describing individuals with ASD who
have committed violent offenses. Even though some of
these studies have suggested an increased violence risk in
individuals with ASD, prevalence studies have provided no

conclusive evidence to support this suggestion [3]. Several
follow-up studies have also considered that those with this
diagnosis are no more likely to engage in violent criminal
behavior, with some even suggesting that they may be less
likely [4]. All data is therefore conflicted and surrounded
by a substantial degree of inconsistency. Conclusions:
There is a lack of evidence to support the link between
violence and ASD. One explanation for the inconsistency
of the findings could be the different methodological or
diagnostic approaches used. A better understanding of
the real association between ASD and violence, and the
solid identification of risk factors for crime amongst this
targeted population, could stimulate the application
of measures to evaluate and prevent the potential
involvement of these individuals with the criminal justice
system.
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Resumo
Introduction: The study of contaminants' effects on fish

behavior is essential to the protection of ichthyofauna and
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